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The Late LEONARD PROCTOR, Esq.

President of the Hertford County As




In MEMORIAM.

mHE late Mr. Procror may justly be said to have been

the pioneer of Change-Ringing in Hertfordshire, as it

was through the kindly interest he took in the art that the

band of ringers at Bennington attained the high position it

enjoyed for many years. He joined the Cumberland Society

‘in 1836, and in 1838 he rang the tenor in a peal of Grand-

sire Triples, at Bennington, by the Members. Through his
instrumentality, Mz J. MIiiier undertook the instruction of

the band ; and a little later on Mn. HAWORTH. who is still 2

ringing Member of the Hertfordshire Association, became

:'t;‘annected with him, and continued in close terms of friend-

ship until his death. It was Mg Proctor’s delight to take
his band of Ringers to neighbouring towns and villages for

the day’s ringing, and for many years he used to visit

Braughing on the 10th May, the anniversary day of the long

peal of Bob Major accomplished there. He was one of the

founders of the Hertfordshire Association, and in 1888 was

elected President, which office he held for the remainder of

his life. He died on the 7th March of the present year, at

the age of 79.




THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION
OF CHANGE-RINGERS.

Founded 29th October, 1884.

Patfrons:

THE RIGHT REV. THE LORD BISHOP OF ST. ALBANS.
THE VEN. ARCHDEACON LAWRANCE.
THE REV. CANON DAVYS.

THE REV. CANON WIGRAM.
THE REV. LORD WILLIAM CECIL.
THE REV. J. A. CRUIKSHANK.
THE REV. K. F. GIBBS.

REV. F. H. HODGSON.

THE REV. T. H. KYNASTON.
REV. J. D. NAIRNE.

HENRY HUCKS GIBBS, Esq.

W. HARFORD, Esq.

C. E. KEYSER, Esq.

H. J. TOULMIN, Esq.

President :
Vacant.

SHon. Hecrefary:
Mgr. EDWARD PERCY DEBENHAM, St. Albans.

Assistant Hon. Hecrefaries:
Mr. GEORGE W. CARTMEL, St. Albans.
Mr. HENRY LEWIS, St. Albans.

Son. Rudifor:
Mr. ERNEST E. HUNTLEY, Bushey.

Gommiftee :
Mr. JOHN KENTISH.
Mzr. ROBERT JACKSON.
With the President, Secretary, Assistant Secretaries, and Auditor.




RULES.

1.—That this Association shall be ecalled <“Tms Hzrrrorn County
AgsocratioN or CHaNGE-Rinczes,” and that its objects be—
1. Belfry reform, and
II. The promotion of Change-Ringing, and of social intercourse amongst
Change-Ringers within and around the County by means of the
various Annual and District Meetings.

9. _That the Association shall consist of Honorary and Ringing Members.
The Honorary Members shall subseribe not less than five shillings annually, and
Ringing Members not less than one shilling annually. That these subseriptions
become due on Easter Monday in each year, and be payable in advance. Bither
Honorary or Ringing Members may at any time become Life Members on payment
of a sum equal to ten years’ subscriptions.

3. That no one shall be eligible for election as a Ringing Member unless he
can ring at least 120 changes in one of the Standard Methods, or cover with the
tenor for 500 changes. The proposer of any candidate for election must be in a
position to vouch for one or the other of these qualifications. That every candidate
be duly proposed and seconded at an Annual or a District Meeting, and elected by
a majority of the Members then present by a show of hands. Ringers residing out
of the County may join the Association on the same terrs as those specified in this
and the preceding rule. A duly qualified ringer may be provisionally elected in
the tower if required to take part in a peal, if not less than six votes be recorded in
his favour, subject to such election being contivmed at the next meeting.

4.—That the government of the Association be vested i a President, Secretary,
and Auditor, ex-officio, and one representative from each local band, eight or more
members of which belong thereto. These officers shall constitute a Committee of
Management, of whom five shall form a quorum. Tha it shall be the duty of the
Conductor or Secretary of each band to inform the Secretary of the Association, in
writing, of the name and address of the person deputed to act on the Committee,
and until notice shall be given to the contrary, such person chosen shall be deemed
to be o member thereof, subject nevertheless to the limitations contained in Rule 6.

5. That three District Meetings be held in the year, on a Saturday, in the
months of February, June, and October. That the Annual Meeting be held on
Taster Monday, on which occasion there shall be a special Service in one of the
Churches. That at the Annual Meeting the Members shall elect the President, the
Secretary, and the Auditor for the ensuing twelve months.

6.—That it be the duty of the Conductor or Secretary of each local band fo
collect the subseriptions of the several members thereof, and transmit them on the
day of the Annual Meeting, or within one calendar month thereafter, to the Secre-
tary of the Association; and in the event of any band having a representative on
the Committee being in arrear in the payment of such subscriptions atter the time
above specified, such representative shall cease to act until at least the qualifying
subscriptions have been paid. Any member being more than twelve months in
arrear with his subscription shall be deemed to have resigned from the Association
as from the commencement of the preceding year; and no one whose current
subscription is unpaid shall be allowed to speak or vote at any meeting.

7.-Tn cases of important motions intended to be brought forward at any
Meeting, notice thereof shall, it possible, be given at the preceding one, but where
this is impracticable it must be sent to the Secretary in sufficient time to enable
him to give the members due intimation of the same.

8. That notice of the various District and Annual Meetings be inserted by the
Secretary at least two weeks previously in </ The Bell News,” or such other paper or
papers as the Members shall from time to time determine, and such nofice shall be
considered sufficient without the necessity of further intimation of such Meetings
being sent by circular to the local bands and unattached Members.

9.— No peal of less than 5000 changes on seven bells and upwards, or seven
790’s yung in any one or more minor methods on six bells, provided that each 720
is called diffexently, shall be entered in the Peal Book. The particulars of each
peal shall be supplied to the Secretary by the conduetor, who shall be responsible
tor the payment of the subseriptions of ary persons elected in the tower upon the
occasion. No peal of Triples, Caters, or Cinques, rung withont the tenor covering,
shall be entered in the Peal Book.
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LIST OF MEMBERS.

Honorarp Riembers.
Names of Life Members are printed in tialics.

The Lorp Bisgor or S1. ALBANS.

Rev. T. T. Brocxrey, St. Albans.

Mr., Winriam Carrymzn, St. Albans.

Rev. J. A. CruksBANK, Sandridge.

Rev. Lord Winriam Gascoyne Crorn, Hatfield.
Rev. Canon Davys, Wheathampstead.

Rev. R. T. g Carrerer, St. Albans.

Rev. P. DeEnEs, St. Albans.

Henry Hucks Gibbs, Fsq., Aldenham.

Rev. Kenneth F. Gibbs, Aldenham.

Rev. G. H. P. Grossop, St. Albans.

Winniam Harrorp, Hsq., Bushey.

Rev. F. H. Hobesow, Little Gaddesden.

C. E. Kevser, Hsq., Stanmore.

Rev. T. H. Kynasron, Bushey.

Archdeacon Lawrance, St. Albans.

Rev. J. D. Naigne, Baldock.

F. W. Smwvesrer, Esq., Hedges, St. Albans.
H. J. Tovwmyw, HFsq., The Pré, St. Albans.

W. Bennett.
'{'. ¥. Childs.
W. Hawkins.

5. Bidnell.

. Bidnell, junr.

r\n'.J. Cawdel],

S. John the Waptist - -

$. Mary {he Tirgin -

V. Bidnell, senv.

Ringing 2Wembers.

The Asterisk denotes the Secretary or Correspondent of each Company.

THE ALDENHAM BAND.

Eight Bells.
H. G. Rowe.
*I. J. Wright.

W. Hewitt.
H. 8. Jones.
G. Layzell.

THE BALDOCK BAND.
Sight Bells.

G. Gentle. J. Phillips.
Richard Jackson. G. T. Spicer.
*Robert Jackson. T. Webb.

J. Morley.
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THE BUSHEY BAND.

$. James - - .- @ight Wells.
W. Atkins. *E. E. Huntley. W. L. Oakley.
E. Douglas. T. Hussey. A.J. Pate.
¥. BEdwards. A. Maynard. F. Smith.
G. Hunt. W. E. Oukley. W. Thorn.
THE GRAVELEY BAND.
$. Warp - - = Six Bells.
*J. Gray. G. Munns. P. Stratton.
THE HATFIELD BAND.
$. Gtheldreda - - - - @ight Pells.
W. Canham. J. Powers. J. Shepherd.
J. Hollingsworth. W. J. Rumney. R. Shepherd.
*J. Kentish. A. Shepherd. G. Smith.
J. T. Kentish. H. Shepherd. H. Tharby.
THE HERTFORD BAND.
$. Andrew - - - @ight Bells.

Rev. Canon Wigram.

THE HITCHIN BAND.

$. Wary - == = = Eight Wells.
J. F. Foster. *J. Hare. W. G. Palmer.
THE HUNSDON BAND.
$. Dunstan - - - - Gight Wells.
J. Crabb.
THE LITTLE MUNDEN BAND.
All $ainis - ° - - - Five Bells
J. Heady. *W. Lawrence.
THE OXHEY BAND.
$. Matthew - - - - Gight Jells.
W. S. Beaumont. H. R. French. C. 8. Heath.
F. E. Bodimeade. S. French. H. E. Heath,

R. W. Bodimeade.




Bhe Cathedral -
$. Pefer
The Cathedral.

F. S. Barnes.

W. Battle.

W. H. Buckingham.
W. H. L. Buckingham.
G. W. Cartmel.

L. Dryden.

A. Hallett.

R. E. Hammond.

H. Brewer.
C. Burrell.

THE S, ALBANS BANDS.

Eight Wells.
Ten WBells.

S. Peter (continued).

Cathedral (continued).

I8, Jenkinson. T. Conley.
J. K. Randall. *E. P. Debenham.
H. J. Samuels. A. Hull
*H. L. Waddington. E. Hull.
R. H. Weatherley. H. Lewis.
W. Little.
S. Peter. J. Porter.
J. W. Brewer. E. Weddon.
UNATTACHED.
E. Chapman. R. T. Kent.
N. N. Hills. T. Waller.

AMon-Resident Nlembers.

THE HENDON BAND.

C. H. Martin. H. J. Martin.

THE STANMORE BAND.

S. John fhe Gvangelist. - Six Bells.

4. Bodimeade.
*W, Bodimeade.
~J. Brown.

‘W. Cheshire. G. Moxom.
E. Heading.

A. J. Horrod.

J. Moxom.

.. Barnes, Birmingham.

J. Cawley.
@ J. Comb, London.

B. Foskett, Hampstead.
J. George, Rughy.
K. Hart, Brighton.

J. R. Haworth, London.
. Percival Heywoord, Derby.

Rev. Gi. F. Coleridye. Caversham, Oxon.

Rey. 0. D P. Davies, Ringmer, Lewes.

G. B. Lucas, Tottenham.

J. C. Mitchell, Balham.

J. Pettit, London.

Rev. F. E. Robinson, Drayton, Berks.
J. W. Tuylor, Loughborough.

J. Waghorne, sen., Tottenham.

J. Waghorne, jun., Tottenham.

H. Weston, Brighton.

G. Williams, Brighton.

C. ¥. Winny, London.




REPORT.

Read at the Annual Meeting, at St. Albans, on Easter Monday,
April tsth, 1895.

IN presenting my report to the Members, T feel it is my first duty to refer

to the loss this Association,—and, in fact, I may say the whole of the
ringing world, —has sustained in the death of our late highly respected President,
Mr. Leonard Proctor. When it is borne in mind that he has been a ringer
for about 65 years, that he has been: connected with Bennington since
1839, and spared neither time nor money in order to raise the band of ringers
in that Hertfordshire village to the proud position it occupied for a long series
of years,—that of being the most proficient of any parochial company of change-
ringers in the kingdom,—words fail me in my endeavour to express what his
removal from our midst really means to the cause which we all have at heart.
He was clected President of this Assoclation in 1888, and continued to hold
the office until his death (which occurred on March 7th), as he felt convinced
of the good an Association like this does to those who belong to it.

T am gratified to be able to state, that although the Association during the
past year has not gone ahead by leaps and bounds, yet it has fully maintained
its position by carrying on & steady work and promoting as far as possible the
main objects for which it was formed. Last Easter the balance in hand
amounted to £9 6s. 11d., and the Auditor now informs me that there is a
sum of £10 9s. 2d. in favour of the Association. The Ringing Members on
the books number 121, and the Honorary Members 18. During the coming
year I hope to see a material increase in the numbers in both sections, and T
must again ask the Members to be unremitting in their efforts to advance
the welfare of the Association.

The Annual Meeting last year was held at St. Albans, and the bells of the
Cathedral and St. Peter's Church were rung during the day. Members
attended from Baldock, Bushey, Graveley, Hatfield and Little Munden,
besides a good number of the local Members, non-residents and visitors. In
the course of the morning a special Service was held in the Lady Chapel of the
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Ciathedral, ab which the Venerable Archdeacon Lawrance and the Rev. T. 1.
Blockley officiated. The Archdeacon’s address was listened to with interest
by all who were present ; but it would be a satisfaction to me if a good muster
e:)uld always be ensured to attend the Service, even if it entailed some little
sacrifice of other engagements to enable the Members to do so.

During the year three District Meetings have been held, viz., at Aldenham
on June 2nd, at Baldock on October 27th, and at Hatfield on Febroary 2nd ;
there has been a good attendance at each of these Meetings, and a marked
improvement has been shown both in the striking and the number of methods
rung.

As regards the peals accomplished during the year, the record is hardly so
good either in quantity or quality of the methods as might have been expected.
'_I,‘en peals have been rung, all on tower bells : five of them at Aldenham, two at
the Cathedral, St. Albans, and one apiece at Hatfield, Hitchin, and Oxhey. They
comprised one of Canterbury Pleasure Major, one of Bob Major, one of
Canterbury Pleasure Triples, and seven of Grandsire Triples. The peal of
Canterbury Major was rung at Aldenham on December 3rd, conducted by
Mr. Buckingham, who also conducted the two peals of Grandsire Triples at
st. Albans, which were rung on December 15th and February 18th, and also
another in that method at Aldenham on March 9th. The peal of Bob Major
was accomplished at Aldenham on May 9th, the conductor being Mr. Huntley,
and that of Canterbury Triples at ITatfield on January 22nd, conducted by Mr.
A, Shepherd. The remaining four Grandsire Triple peals were rung as
follows : At Aldenham on September 26th (a complimentary peal in honour of
the wedding of Mr. Cartmel, the Assistant Honorary Secretary), at Oxhey on
December 23rd, both of which were conducted by Mr. Huntley ; at Aldenham
on Jannary 25th, conducted by Mr. Rowe ; and I was responsible for one at
Hitchin on February 26th. Summarised :—Mr. Buckingham conducted four
neals, Mr. Huntley three, and Mr. Shepherd, Mr. Rowe, and myself one each.

Tuarning now to individual performances, I am glad to be able to
vongratulate eight members on having scored their first peal during the year,
viz., Messrs. Morley, Gentle, and W. Bidnell, junr., of Baldock, J. F. Foster,
of Hitchin, H. X. Heath, of Oxhey, W. Hawkins, of Aldenham, and K.
Jenkinson and L. Dryden, of St. Albans ; various Members have also accom-
plished peals jn certain methods for the first time. I would especially mention
the enthusiastic manner in which Mr. Lawrence, of Little Munden, has taken
np change-ringing in spite of considerable difficulties, and hope that before
next Easter his name may have been inscribed in the peal book. I am sure
fthat the good wishes of the Members attend him in his efforts to establish a
Band of Ringers in his local tower.




8

"The Annual Meeting of the Central Council of Change-Ringers was held
in London last Faster Tuesday, when I was present as the representative of
the Association. On my proposition, a Committee was appointed to consider
whether it be essential that competent umpires ghould be present whenever
handbell peals are rung; the Committee have sent in their report, which will
be laid before the Council.

In conclusion, I would gratefully acknowledge the help the Officers and
Members have given me during the past year; especially would I thank Mr.
Cartmel for the untiring energy with which he has assisted me in my duties.

E. P. DEBENHAM,

Hon. Sec.
&t. Albans, Easter, 1895.
BALANCE SHEET,
TQ EASTER, 1895.
RECEIPTS. \ EXPENDITURE.
£ s d s. d
Balance in hand, Waster, 1894 9 6 11 ExpensesofAnnual Meeting... 1 15 3
Arrear in subscription,]&)S-& 010 |Expenses of Four - District
Subscriptions from Ringing Meebings e eee ettt 15 0
Members .. e et 415 0 | Printing and Stationery... .- 9 2 0
Subscriptions from Honorary | Entry of Ten Peals in Pea
Members ... s e on 3 5 0 R doe oo o 99 G0 010 O
Subscriptions received in ad- Advertisements of Meetings in '
SRS et o s | ook e 0 1 0 Bell News ... oo oo 0 0 5 0
Life Member’s Subseription 0 10 0 | Fee to Central Couneil ... 0 2 6
iPostages.&c. e e .. 010 0
Balance in hand, Easter, 1895
| In P.O. Savings’
Bank ... ... £9 0
| Inhand .. - 1 9 210 9 2
£17 18 11 | £17 18 11

e

Hxamined and found correct,

E. E. HUNTLEY, Hon. Auditor.




