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Your New Committee

District Ringing Master: Barry Mack (St Peter’s St Albans) has again volunteered
for this job and perhaps one of his challenges this year is to
regain the Coburn Trophy. St Albans District ringers have
been very successful over the past few years in this 8-bell
striking Competition and it would be good to get that Trophy
back in our cupboard again….

District Secretary After a prolonged pause at the recent Harpenden meeting,
Claire Nicholson (Hatfield) has very nobly taken on the hot
potato of the District Secretary for one year only. She has
taken over from Judith and I am sure everyone in the District
would like to thank Judith for her sterling efforts over the
past four (or is it five) years.

District Treasurer Andrew Agg (Harpenden) is handling the money bags
again – Tower Secretaries – hopefully you have all sent in
your subscriptions by the time you get this!

County Committee Rep Richard Sales (St Peter’s St Albans),

Committee Members: John Ford (Essendon)
Dominic Holroyd (Sandridge)
Stephen Penney (Abbey, St Albans)

Newsletter Editor Rob Goss (Hatfield). …. Letters to the Editor (me) most
welcome….The human mind is wonderful in interpreting
written words. Prvodied the frist and the lsat lrttes are in the
rghit palce, the txet is atculaly qtuie easy to raed.

Geoff Dodds

It was so sad to hear the news about Geoff. I am sure there will be many people who will
miss this lovely man who was such an enthusiastic ringer. He taught countless people to
ring and rang several times a week at a number of District towers and regularly attended
District Meetings and Practices.
I look forward to receiving more tributes about Geoff. Please send me details of any
quarters, peals and any snippets – especially photos. I’ll compile everything for the next
issue.

Tower Focus
As a new feature for the Newsletter, I am compiling a few notes about each of the Towers
in the District and I’ll start with probably the two longest rope draughts in the district:
Hatfield and Wheathampstead.
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Hatfield practice on a Thursday from 8pm to 9.15pm and usually get around seven or eight
people and ring Rounds & Call Changes and if everyone turns up we get Plain Bob Minor,
Grandsire Doubles and sometimes Stedman. On a Sunday (9am – 9.25am) we occasionally
get the back eight going. The most difficult bell in the tower is without any doubt the 2nd. It
is affectionately called the ‘Kicking Goat’ and it is certainly not a bell to learn on.
Wheathampstead really are quite ‘thin on the ground’. They normally get five on
Wednesdays and ring Rounds and Call Changes on the back five. The front two bells are a
bit like the 2nd at Hatfield and can be quite sprightly for the inexperienced. Unlike the
Hatfield ringers where a visit to the pub is ‘by arrangement’ they go regularly to The Swan
just across the road from the church. On Sundays, ringing for service is down to just four
but they are hoping Gill will be back to ringing again soon.
As with Hatfield they would always welcome visitors to help them out.

Bells Update

Vivian Nutton writes: Sandridge bells will be taken
down for rehanging and retuning on 14-15 February,
and it is hoped that they will be back in time for
Easter.
This will be the first major work done on them since
the Warner back five were installed over 125 years
ago, and the opportunity will be taken to bring the
treble, a relic of the second tower, into better tuning
with them. We have been helped by generous gifts

from parishioners, the County Association and the Debenham fund, and above all from the
Dodds family. It is sad that Geoff, who rang faithfully at Sandridge on Sundays and
Wednesdays for almost fifty years, will not be able to hear the results of the project that he
was instrumental in starting.

Stephen Penney writes: Work on the frame at St Albans Cathedral is still ongoing, but we
are hopeful that the bells will be ready to ring mid-March, and in any case in time for
Easter. We suggest anyone wishing to visit a practice in the first half of this year contacts
us first to ensure it is going ahead, and to avoid overcrowding.

Dates for Your Diary:

February 19th – Possible District Meeting – any requests? Contact any of the Committee
members as soon as possible and we’ll see what we can do. Learners especially welcome.

March 19th:
Ringing at Hatfield 6pm to 7.15pm
Quiz Night, Hatfield Church Hall at 7.30 pm
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