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District Practices — Autumn 2013

The past few District Practices have been held on the third Saturday of the month between
10.00 and 12 noon and judging by the number of attendees, they seem to be quite popular so
the current District Committee have recommended that this be continued into 2014.

In October it was held at Essendon and Susan L’Estrange (Wheathampstead) writes as follows:

“23 ringers turned up to Essendon (and we had an even bigger number at the Abbey in
November — but on more bells). This was very encouraging with lots of experienced ringers
SO everyone gets to practise at their level with good ringers around them — huge thanks to
them all for turning out and helping us. My only moan is that in a two-hour session each
improver only gets three or four short rings. In Essendon, several of us had a go at call
changes on handbells, which was a fun alternative to sitting around quietly, but that’s not
really what I went for. The Abbey was a thrilling experience — not my first, because | went to
the Easter Monday open house, but I strongly recommend it. 1 can’t wait to go again.
However 1 truly resented the half-hour break for coffee! I know the question of rope time on
days like this is not an easy one to crack, but if anyone’s got any ideas, please offer them
soon! (As you may have guessed, ‘rope time’ is top of my Christmas list!)

The mean bit of me is hoping I’m putting some improvers off by writing this, so | get more of
a go, but that’s not what the much better (and bigger) part of me really wants. I want these
days to continue and for lots of people to benefit from them. I love the generosity of ringers
and the support everyone gives and gets. I'm hugely grateful to all the people who organise
ringing, and to all those who have put in the many, many hours it’s taken to get me from
naive novice, through terrified incompetent, to ‘improver’ (a generous title which I suspect
will probably last me for the rest of my ringing life). I’m definitely intending to keep going.”

Next District Practice is at Harpenden at 3.30pm on 21 December. Names for tea to Liz Pocock
as soon as possible please: charles.pocock474@ntlworld.com or telephone 01582 621303.

District Quarter Peal Weekend of 18/19/20" October.

The following quarter peals were rung.

Harpenden, Herts

St.Nicholas

Saturday, 19 October 2013 in 48m (15)
1260 Grandsire Triples

1 Ann Evans 5 James Crawley
2 Janet L Penney 6 Andrew Cripps
3 Andrew J Agg 7 Stephen W Penney (C)

4 Riana Walsh (1st Quarter) 8 lan Boaler
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St Albans, Herts

Cathedral & Abbey Church of St Alban

Sunday, 20 October 2013 in 43m (7-2-3) (rung on the front eight)
1280 Ipswich Surprise Major

Composed by S W Penney (EIf)

1 Bjgrn E Bradstock 5 Sian E Austin

2 Samuel M Austin 6 Claire C Nicholson

3 Janet L Penney 7 Andrew M Reeve

4 James W S Crawley 8 Stephen W Penney (C)

Kimpton, Herts

Ss Peter & Paul

Sunday, 20 October 2013 in 45m (10-2-15)
1280 Bristol S Major

1 Judith Titmus 5 Richard Sales

2 Sue Newman 6 Roger Kendrick
3 Janet L Penney 7 Stephen Penney
4 Ann Evans 8 Alan Smith (C)

Many thanks to all those who took part in the weekend and it was pleasing that all three
quarters were scored.

*Congratulations are particularly due to Riana Walsh, a member of the Harpenden band,
who scored her first ever Quarter.

It would have been even more fun if more towers/people had been able to join in the weekend.
Quarter peals are an excellent way to improve ringing skills (rope sight/striking), whether
hunting the treble, ringing the tenor behind or ringing surprise inside and usually take 40/50
minutes to ring. So a little more than ringing for a couple of weddings!

If any towers or ringers would like to attempt a quarter peal, at any time, of anything, at any
level, then please do contact one of the District Committee who will try to arrange for this to
happen.

Janet Penney

Rambling Ringers

The Society of Rambling Ringers would like to thank all of those towers that allowed us to ring
on our summer tour of Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire and Hertfordshire. We had a very
enjoyable time and were struck by the warm welcome from those who met us. In addition to
the £666 that was given in individual tower donations, a number of towers generously waived
their fee and this has allowed us to contribute a further £450 to the Bell Restoration Funds of
the 3 counties. This included a donation of £165 to the HCACR Fund from 11 towers in the
Northern, Western and St Albans districts.

Regards

Geoff Pick (Secretary of The Society of Rambling Ringers)
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Ringing for England

The St. George’s Day ring for 2013 was terrific and mentioned with great enthusiasm on most
of the BBC Regional Radio breakfast shows. The local newspapers also gave it greater
coverage and we even got mentioned nationally on BBC Radio 1. This is all thanks to your
wonderful and continuing support for which I am most grateful.

The feedback from all the media contacts was very positive with requests to keep them
informed for next year. It is with this in mind that social media has been added which will help
spread the word and make the day an even bigger event.

I have been in contact with the CCCBR and put before them a possible extension of activity on
the day: Would it be at all possible for major cities to set aside an individual tower that would
welcome and accommodate curious members of the public to come off the street to have a
ring?

There have been several towers in the past that have done just this and it was a great success,
especially amongst the young. | thought it would be an excellent opportunity to bring in new
ringers and wet their appetites to becoming a fully-fledged ringer by being part of a national
event. It would also encourage children to come into your magnificent churches that might not
otherwise have a reason for doing so.

With Christmas soon to be upon us and with most of your towers gathering together for the
festival ringing | hope you will pass this idea amongst the bands and let me know what their
thoughts on the matter might be. Also confirm with them that they will be able to take part in
2014. The campaign is now on Facebook and Twitter which can be accessed via the web site
and it would be hugely helpful and fun to receive messages, comments, and ‘likes’ and so help
the campaign evolve with a powerful input from your ringers. There is no doubt there is a
growing awareness of your hard work which is received with delight by everyone.

Libby Alexander

Ringing for England Campaign
www.ringingforengland.co.uk

HCACR President

In 2014 it is the turn of the St Albans District to
propose someone to be President of the
Hertfordshire County Association of Change
Ringers and it is our great pleasure that John
Ford (Essendon) has accepted and so the
District Committee will be proposing him at the
Annual District Meeting in January.

Editor: Rob Goss
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