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District Practices — Spring 2014

The District Practices have continued to be quite popular with around 15-20 going to Essendon
on Saturday 12 April although there were just nine of us in March at St Michaels, St Albans.

Brownies in Hatfield

Jo Hodding writes ...

It was a pleasure to welcome the Brownies to Hatfield on March 11th. They were excited to
climb up to the tower muttering 'Harry Potter' and 'Hogwarts' as they arrived. We kept them
busy in groups for the next two hours.

The bells were down so we showed the Brownies how to swing them from side to side by
pulling the end of the rope. They soon realised that they could be lifted a few inches off the
ground, the harder they pulled, so there was lots of excitement as they tried to chime the bells.

As some of the Brownies chimed, Rob took groups of four at a time up the see the bells. They
were surprised that the bells were bigger than many of them. With one Brownie from each
group standing on the platform and three on the ladder Rob gave them a brief history about the
bells dating back to 1786. They thought it was funny that Rob was known as the 'Steeple
Keeper' and they asked lots of questions about the carvings on the woodwork. Dianne rang the
seventh to show them how it turned. They all had their hands over their ears but some still
jumped with fright at the noise.

Other groups rang hand bells in the church following the tunes of Good King Wenceslas and
Amazing Grace. Dianne also talked about the mechanics of bell ringing with the help of a
short video.

After lots of moving from one activity to another, a little competition ended the evening with
Rob teaching and calling changes - Rounds, Queens and Tittums on hand bells. The Brownies
were excellent at remembering the changes and it was hard to say which group was better.

There was lots of laughter all round and everyone was pretty exhausted by the end of the
session. Following the Brownies outside afterwards, we could hear them chatting away to their
parents describing the evening's events in detail.
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‘Appenings at the Abbey

Stephen Penney writes....

As we were ringing down bells 5 to 8 of St Albans Cathedral on the evening of Sunday 26"
January, the 7™ bell fell out of its fittings. The bell, which lies directly over the 8th bell,
wedged itself in its pit. Fortunately, we were able to lower the remaining bells to leave them as
safe as possible.

Experts from the Whitechapel Foundry who had
cast and installed the new bells attended a few Gudgeon
days later and confirmed that damage was -

limited to the wheel, and that the bell could not
fall any further. The failure was due to a sheared
gudgeon pin.

Whitechapel confirmed that the bells and
the tower were safe and, rather remarkably,
we have continued to ring the bells without
the 7!

Whitechapel Foundry’s sub-contractor has
accepted that they made an error in the
casting of the gudgeon pins and these will
be replaced and the 7" bell re-hung at no
cost to the Cathedral. The repair is due to be
made in time for all the bells to ring out on
Easter Day.

19" April: STOP PRESS: We are now ringing all 12 bells but we are still waiting for a
replacement headstock for the 6th before we can ring any quarters or peals
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‘Grate’ Ringing at St Helens, Wheathampstead

Susan L’Estrange writes...

St Helens Church, Wheathampstead, is opening for business again after a major 12-week
programme to install a new heating system. Church services continued at the local primary
school, but ringing was out of the question (health and safety issues, don’t you know).

The enterprising among us set out to ring with other towers, and Roger Gedye, our tower
captain, set up a series of practices to keep our band together. So many thanks indeed to the
tower captains (and local communities who had to listen to us) at St Etheldreda’s Hatfield, St
Mary’s Essendon, SS Peter and Paul Kimpton, St Leonards Sandridge and St Mary’s Redbourn
- the latter definitely have the best (if not the only) curtains!

On the other weeks when we couldn’t ring, we met on our regular practice night (Monday)
with a set of handbells to start learning Bob Doubles. If any of you tower captains want to force
your band to move from following bells to thinking ‘places’, this will do it. With handbells
places are incredibly easy. Having said that, as a novice, I’'m
not sure how that’s going to translate into ringing on the big
bells again — handbells don’t really help with ropesight.

But we’ll know soon enough. We’ve been ringing at home
again since Monday April 7" April - hooray!

The new heating in the bell area consists of underfloor
vents/gratings, which, apart from a general level of welcome
warmth, shouldn’t affect any except the tenor.

However, if there are any visiting ringers who would like to
experience ‘the Marilyn Monroe effect’, feel free to join us
on Monday evenings between 8 and 9.15pm — you can check
first by ringing Roger Gedye on 01582 832374.

Two Peals at Sandridge

On Saturday, February 22nd in 2 hours and On Sunday March 30th 2014 in 2 hours 25
25 minutes, Minutes

5040 Minor, being 1440 each of Kent 5040 Cambridge Surprise Minor

Treble Bob and St Clement's Bob, and 2160

Plain Bob

1. David Cornwall 1. Judith Titmus

2. Julia Pentelow 2. Julia Pentelow (1% of Surprise)

3. Andrew G. Case 3. Andrew G Case

4. Adam G. Crocker (C) 4. Mark Hall

5. Vivian Nutton (300th peal) 5. Vivian Nutton (C)

6. L. Roy Woodruff 6. Stephen W Penney
A 70th birthday compliment to Rung to mark the 900th anniversary of the
Vivian Nutton and Gerry Woof. consecration of the church and the opening

of Sandridge ‘900+’.
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Young Learners' Spring Outing

Ann Evans writes....

At St Peter, St Albans, we're in the happy situation of having had an influx of new learners,
both young and adult. Special teaching sessions held up to three times a week in addition to
the regular tower practice have been hard
work but the rewards are becoming evident.
Between five and nine months after their
first lessons, with many of the youngsters
ringing independently in rounds and some of
them in call changes, it was decided that an
outing would be a good idea. It would
enable them to build on their skills, to
experience different sets of bells for the first
time, and to have a good day out.

We visited four six-bell towers straddling the
Herts/Beds border; Aldbury, Little
Gaddesden, Studham and Tilsworth. All had the advantage of being ground floor rings and
they provided a range of new challenges such as light bells, ringing around fonts, thin ropes, fat
sallies, unfamiliar sounds and more. Lunch was at the Chiltern Gateway Visitors' Centre where
some played football and others admired the extensive views and the gliders taking off and
landing.

With support from more experienced members of the band, the participating learners all had at
least two rings each at every tower and made good progress during the day. Since then,
they have displayed a new confidence and enthusiasm back at St Peter's.

The attached photo, taken at Little Gaddesden shows (left to right): Robert, Liam, Richard,
Rosemary, Barry, Genevieve, Judith, lan, Cynthia, Jackie, Ann and Amanda.

St George’s Day

Is your tower "Ringing for England™ on April 23rd?

Let me know if you do....

Editor: Rob Goss




