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Essendon Outing 9 May 2015 
Rob Goss & Chris Hunt 

 
It is not unusual to get a ‘lock-out’ on a Tower Outing – but we nearly had three lock-outs of 

the five towers we visited. However some persuasive phone calls from Organiser Chris Hunt 

and some detective work by Terry Brown ensured that we rang at all of the five towers south of 

Milton Keynes. 

 
The local chap was there to meet us at the first tower Newton Longville (12 cwt, 8). Newton 

by name and (for many of us) these bells certainly required some additional Newtons of effort 

to get good striking. JJ turned up just in time to ring the last touch (half -a-course of Cambridge 

Surprise Major) and the returning locals (who were about to ring for the 11.00 VE Day 

commemoration) politely said they’d enjoyed it. 

 

At Drayton Parslow (9cwt, 6), we all arrived in good time but no-one was there to meet us. 

Chris made a phone call and after a while a young girl came and let us in. The access to these 

bells was via a short but steep ladder through a trap door into the balcony but there was more 

than sufficient time remaining for all those who wanted to ring and enjoy these bells.   
 
The suggested pubs for lunch were The Betsey Wynne in Swanbourne or The Swan just down 

the road from the next tower Stewkley. The Swan turned out to be closed and so we descended 

on The Betsey Wynne. This pub was only built in 2006 because the owner of the Swanboune 

Estate wanted a pub in the village!  

 
Stewkley (10 cwt, 8) with a large 

squat tower was first after lunch. The 

local chap was there to meet us and 

we were also able to have a good 

look round this church (one of the 

best preserved Norman churches in 

England).  

 

 

 
The next tower was Soulbury 

(15cwt , 6).  No-one was there to 

meet us so Chris phoned her contact 

– only to find he/she had switched their phone off.  The church notice board provided us with a 

contact who lived locally and had a key to the church – but although these bells were a ground 

floor ring, the ropes had been wisely hauled up way out of reach with no obvious means of 

access. Terry was more pro-active than most of us and she soon found a likely-looking key and 

we then were able to ring on this fine six. 
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At Great Brickhill (14 cwt, 8), again we arrived 

to find no-one to meet us.  Chris and Terry (by 

now elected as Chief Access Managers) phoned 

and even drove off round the village in search of a 

key. The rest of us enjoyed watching a Red Kite 

being harassed by some Crows and some Blue Tits 

nesting in a small hole in the dry stone wall. 

 

The wait was well worth it though as many thought 

these were the best bells of the day. 

 

A very agreeable evening meal in The Red Lion in 

Milton Bryan rounded off another splendid 

Essendon Outing. 

 
 

 

 

St Michael’s Folk Evening 
By Alison Macfarlane 

 

St Michael’s ringers made it into our local press when they rang for the annual St Michael’s 

Street folk evening on July 1. Up until recent years, the event on the first Wednesday in July, 

took place in four pubs further down St Michael’s Street, while St Michael’s carried on with 

their practice night as usual. Two pubs closed down and part of the event moved into the 

churchyard. This year, St Michael’s rang as the ‘overture’. The Herts Advertiser on June 25 

had an article headlined ‘Bells to peal out for folk festival’ which started ‘Bell ringers will be 

supplying the overture to the annual St Michael’s Street Folk Festival next Wednesday, July 1’. 

I can’t report that St Michael’s had any volunteers to learn to ring, but never mind. 

 

 

 

 

Waiting at Great Brickhill 
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VE Day Ringing  

Both St Stephen’s and St Michael’s (St Albans) sent press releases out about VE Day ringing in 

successive weeks and both got reported in the local press, with the main message which was 

about shortages of ringers.  

St Stephen’s, St Albans rang for VE day on the anniversary itself, May 8, by incorporating 

some specially dedicated touches into its Friday practice. St Stephen’s, which is short of 

ringers, is currently teaching new learners, but in the meantime relies on ringers from other 

towers to make up bands for ringing. For the VE day ringing, they were joined by friends from 

the Abbey, Radlett and Monken Hadley. 

  

Left to right: Celia Healey (Monken Hadley), Stephanie Willcocks (St Stephen’s, Tower Captain), David 

Hodgskin (St Albans Abbey), Jennifer Johnson (unattached), Alison Macfarlane (St Stephen’s), Adrian 

Beardwell (Radlett), John Beardwell (Radlett), Hilary Heine (St Stephen’s). Not shown Dorothea Mayne (St 

Stephen’s) 

Quarter Peal 

 
Harpenden, Herts. 12 March, 1260 Doubles (3m) David Darby 1, Andrew Cripps 2, Andrew 

Agg 3, Christine Darby 4, Charles Pocock (C) 5, John Harper 6. 

Rung at evensong half-muffled and with the thoughts of all the local band in memory of 

Michael Harper.  

 

Michael Harper (known as Mike) was an adopted son of John and Anne Harper, two of the 

most faithful members of the Harpenden band. 

Mike was severely disabled but attended Church regularly. He also came to the St Albans 

District December meeting service & tea over many years. 

Mike died just three days from his 49th birthday. That he lived as long as he did is due to the 

care and love of his parents. We must remember John and Anne in our prayers and thoughts at 

this time. 
(Contributed by Charles Pocock) 
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Coburn Trophy 

For those who are curious the results of the Coburn Trophy competition (held at Codicote on 

12 June) were as follows: 

 

1
st
   Northern Hawks    12.75 points  

2
nd

    Bishop's Stortford    24.5 points 

3
rd

    Eastern     24.75 points 

4
th

    St Albans     29.75 points 

5
th

    Western    43.5 points 

6
th

    Northern Doves    64.5 points   

 
St Albans Coburn Trophy team: Clockwise from left: Rosemary Sales, 

Rob Goss, Charles Pocock, Richard Sales, Robert Gurney, Ann Evans, 

Christine Carter, Janet Penney. 

 

What do you wear to ring??? 
By Susan L’Estrange 

 

Presumably you don’t spend too much time thinking about what you should wear for ringing? 

Experienced ringers know not to wear angora – makes the sally very affectionate, apparently. 

And it’s preferable if one’s top is long enough to keep the gap above the waistband covered 

(not something I wish to display or witness in most cases). Otherwise, trousers better than 

skirts (especially for men), nothing flappy that might get caught in the ropes, and nothing too 

tight to restrict movement. Job done. 

 

There’s more to it, though, when you ring from the church floor – and at St Helens 

Wheathampstead, we’re right in the middle of the crossing, visible from all parts of the church.  

 

Most of the time we just wear what’s comfortable and the congregation can like it or lump it. 

But we also ring for weddings, and after a wedding guest was overheard talking about ‘all the 

scruffy people who came in towards the end of the service’ (before my time, I like to think), we 

started discussing whether we should get a uniform.  

At our next meeting, everyone agreed that some sort of dark blue shirt with logo would be fine. 

A logo was agreed. But did we need something different for winter and summer? What about 

when the home band needs outside help – do we need a few spare shirts in different sizes? 
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An online search offered a range of Tshirts/rugby shirts, and we got quotations that everyone 

was happy with ... until after the meeting when every single person privately expressed a 

personal preference at variance with every other. And you won’t believe how much discussion 

it took for us finally to agree that we should wear any dark blue top with dark trousers and 

forget the logo – at which point, last July (2014), many of us opted to support the HCACR 

youth striking competition band by buying one of their branded polo shirts. Phew! 

It was worth it. We looked jolly smart for all of the recent weddings and we even received a 

back-handed compliment from a woman bemoaning the fact that her daughter had got married 

six months earlier, before our transformation. I suggested that we’d be happy to ring again, in 

uniform, if they felt like renewing their vows. 

 

Do come along to ring with us on Monday evenings 8pm to 9.15pm (we have a fine ring of 8). 

You can contact our tower captain Roger Gedye on 01582 832374  

<roger.gedye@btinternet.com> 

 

Wear what you like.  

 

Ringing World National Youth Competition 
 By Jen Johnson 

 

Young@Herts rang really well in the RWNYC held in Oxford on 11 July. The general standard 

was much higher than last year, so even though our performance far exceeded last years, so did 

everyone else’s. The overall winners were Bedfordshire (for the third year running). Two teams 

were second with an A grade, and we were joint 3rd with 5 other teams. Total faults for each 

team are not revealed, so at worst we were 9th out of 19, but could have been 4th.  

I'm very proud of all our young ringers, and they produced some excellent ringing today 

 
Call Changes category: 

 

Place Team Grade 

1st Bedfordshire   A* 

2nd= Derbyshire YR A 

 Sussex Young Ringers A 

4th= Young @ Herts B 

 Worcester Cathedral B 

 Lincolnshire Poachers B 

 GDGYR B 

 Ely DA Young Ringers B 

 3 Spires B 

 10th= St Martin’s Youth C 

 Tartan Spartans C 

 Essex Young Eagles C 

 Coventry Spires C 

 14th= Bath & Wells C- 

 Vectis Youths C- 

 Lincolnshire 

Gamekeepers 
C- 

 

The Oxford ringers put on a great day for everyone and a good time was had. 
Editor Rob Goss 

e-mail mary.goss4@virginmedia.com 
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