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RECRUITMENT OPPORTUNITY

MINI-RING in St Albans

By Vivian Nutton District Secretary)

This year, at the Alban Weekend on 18-19 June, the St Albans
District of the HCACR have arranged for the Maplestead mini-
ring to be set up outside the Alban Arena from 12 noon to around
5pm on Saturday 18™June.

This is a wonderful opportunity to advertise for recruits, given
others’ experience with mini-rings elsewhere, and we are inviting
you and members of your tower to take part in it.

We intend to produce a leaflet listing towers and contact numbers
as well as some general information about ringing to be handed
out to all those who show interest. So we need ringers from all of
the towers in our District to help on the day by handing out the
leaflets and taking down the details of anyone who might be
interested in learning to ring. Jennifer Johnson is organising the
rota so please contact her by email (daisydukewws@btinternet.com). Even if you can come for
only for half-an-hour....every little helps!

This is also a HCACR event and so not confined to the District. Given the likelihood of visitors
to the city coming from some way away (and from places closer to St Albans than some of the
District towers), we are inviting HACR members from neighbouring towers, roughly in an arc
from Hemel Hempstead and Watford to Tewin, to join us in this recruitment opportunity.

BE A SPORT
In February 2016, some of the national newspapers ran a story about bellringing being
classified as a sport. Susan L’Estrange of Wheathampstead reports. ...

DailyWail

Bell-ringers want it called a sport... pull the other one!

DAILY # EXPRESS

Ding-dong debate: Should church bell ringing be reclassified as a SPORT?

Che Daily Telegraph

Ding-dong for bell ringers as row breaks out over bid to be classed as a sport
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Our tower got really excited about the possibility that ringing was going to be classified as a
sport. And since it’s bound to happen eventually, we’ve decided to get ahead of the game. So
we’ve introduced a few changes.

No longer do we start with the boring old ‘Look to, treble’s going ... blah blah’. Now it’s
‘Ready steady go’ and woe betide anyone who wasn’t. And our new uniform of orange and
lime green lycra has been much admired, especially by younger members of the congregation.
The only area of contention has been the new name for the band. The chaps refused to be
known as ‘Southern Belles’, and our second choice ‘Algorythmics’ was rejected on the basis
that it would probably be changed by mean-spirited opponents to (a more accurate?) ‘A-
rhythmics’. But we’ve finally settled on ‘The Ringing Successes™™”

We’ve introduced two more new calls. The first is that the leader can call ‘sprint’ at any time
during a method — and then it’s a race to see who finishes first (although we’re working on a
handicapping system for lighter bells). The other is in the spirit of thinking of sport as a game
rather than a competition, so instead of the leader calling ‘stand’, anyone can now call
‘Mornington Crescent’ to bring us to an abrupt but jolly halt.

We’re obviously hoping this will all catch on (catch hold?) with other towers and look forward
to hearing how the rest of you are doing. It might be worth taking it seriously. After all, most of
the world’s towers and ringers are in GB — we might win something!

Amy Coburn (1927-2016) - an appreciation

By Charles Pocock

MARY AMY COBURN (AMY) was born on 30"
January 1927 at Wheathampstead, Herts and passed away
on 19" February 2016. Her parents were never ringers but
attended morning service at St Helens with, from the age
of four, Amy - who records that she was fascinated
watching the ringers. The bells are still rung from the
central crossing in full view of the congregation. Amy’s
paternal grandfather was, however, a ringer at St Helens
and Amy tells that Grandfather George, as part of his
additional duties as a sexton, had to ring the “nine tellers”
upon the death of a parishioner. When Amy was but nine
she remembered watching the bells being hauled up to the
tower as they were re-hung in 1936 and, crucially, then
had decided she was going to be a ringer.

In those days women ringers were unheard of in the
tower. Amy’s first approach to the ‘Foreman’ of the
ringers was met with “’Tis not for girls”. At the [
conclusion of the war Amy renewed her approach to join the Wheathampstead band and
received a similar response. But one of the band (It’s not disclosed who) decided it was worth
the ‘risk’ to teach the young lady and obtained the Foreman’s permission so to do. Amy
admitted that it was not easy to learn at Wheathampstead. The tower has the longest length of
unguided rope in the World. Anyway, her tutor obviously got her to ‘stand forward and pull
straight’ for that is what one has to do. Lady ringers were unheard of at that time in
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Wheathampstead and once Amy was able to handle and ring a bell for Sunday service there
were gasps of “there’s a girl” amongst the congregation.

There were no ringers at Wheathampstead able to do ‘method’ change ringing and it took until
Amy discovered the Ringing World and an advert for a District Meeting at her tower to effect
her ‘conversion’. Let me quote from Amy’s account; ‘I asked the old chaps and was told it was
“them change-ringing lot from St Albans”. Amy went along and discovered the ringers didn’t
need cards when ringing. And that they were quite a friendly “lot”. So Amy took up change
ringing visiting nearby towers such as Sandridge and Kimpton in order to gain the necessary
skills. Amy was elected a member of the Herts County Association (HCA) in January 1947 and
in September that year became a member of the Royal Cumberland Youths. Because St Helens
didn’t ring for Sunday evensong, she went to Harpenden to ring for the service there. And there
it was she met her future husband, Leslie.

They were married in 1949 and occupied the same house until a few years before Leslie’s death
in 2007. Between them they notched up 100 + years of regular Sunday service ringing at St
Nicholas, Harpenden. Amy kept records of her significant ringing performances which show
that she rang 10 Peals and 175 quarters. And she rang in 647 different towers. What they don’t
reveal are the names of the people she taught to ring. There were many but two are well known
— Andrew Wilby and Susan Sparling (nee Cowan). Amy’s first quarter peal was the Treble for
Grandsire Caters at St Peters, St Albans in 1947 closely followed that year by quarters of Bob
Royal inside and Stedman Caters. Her first peal was at Harpenden in 1956 — Plain Bob Major.
The statistics above do little to illuminate Amy’s great contribution to the Exercise, particularly
in Hertfordshire. Amy was elected Secretary of the Harpenden Ringers in February 1958 a post
she held until 2002. In 1961 she was elected St Albans District Secretary. In 1966 Amy was
elected Assistant General Secretary of the HCA, a post she held for eight years. Rex Agg pays
tribute to the support she gave to him as General Secretary during that time as does Bob Hardy
another General Secretary.

In 1983 Amy was elected President of the HCA and the following year was re-elected for the
Centenary year of the HCA thus serving a two year term during which she visited every single
tower in the Association helped by her loving husband Leslie who acted as chauffeur and
accompanied her on those visits. Amy donated the ‘Coburn Trophy’ which is the county’s
annual 8 bell competition. When in 1990 the Harpenden bells were recast Amy and Leslie gave
the fourth bell to celebrate their 40" wedding anniversary.

Amy’s other great interest was local history having listened attentively to stories her
grandparents and other villagers told her about life in Wheathampstead. With others she spent
many long hours copying and transcribing documents in the Herts Archives to produce the
source materials for booklets on Wheathampstead and Harpenden for the WEA. Amy was a
founder and the first membership secretary of the Harpenden & District Local History Society.
Amy had a great gift for relaying and bringing to life the information she had so methodically
acquired over many years both in her writings and in the, well over, 300 talks she gave to local
schools and various groups and clubs. In 2001 Amy proudly received one of the first awards
from the British Association for Local History for her services recognising in particular her
scholarly approach to local history research.

Amy’s gift of friendship will be remembered by many people. When my wife, Liz, and I
moved to Harpenden and joined the band there Amy was extremely welcoming and helpful to
us. | know there are many others who feel gratitude, as we do, for her kindly approach.

Amy is survived by her younger son Martin, her elder son Trevor having died, unexpectedly,

last year.

I’'m very grateful to Martin for kindly loaning me Amy’s ringing records and her story about trying to join the Wheathampstead
band. I'm also most grateful to Rosemary Ross for sharing the obituary she had written for the H & DLHS and not objecting to
my use of some of that material.

CP
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The Peal on 14th April at Harpenden was 5089 changes. (Amy was 89 and Bernard Taylor
managed to contort the usual Yorkshire start to achieve that length.)

Hertford County Association
Harpenden, Hertfordshire St Nicholas
Thursday, 14 April 2016 in 2h59m (15)
5089 Yorkshire Surprise Major
Composed by B H Taylor

1. Susan D Sparling
Christine C Darby
John J Ford
Richard J W Tibbetts
Roger Baldwin
Christopher Forster
Richard Sales

8. Bernard H Taylor (C)
In affectionate memory of Mary Amy Coburn (1927-2016), for 44 years Secretary of the local
band.

Noakownt

London Ringing Day and Visit to Whitechapel Bell Foundry

By Laura Hill and Judith Titmus

If asbestos had not been discovered in Wheathampstead Church last October, Laura would not
have been practicing at Lemsford, and if Lemsford tenor clapper had not broken and been
returned to Whitechapel for repair, Judith and Laura would not have had the conversation about
a visit to the Foundry. But it happened, and so the idea for a trip to Whitechapel BeII Foundry
with a few tower visits and a meal evolved.

On Saturday, 11™ April 17 bellringers from
Wheathampstead, Lemsford, Sandridge, Hatfield and
Kimpton met outside St Magnus the Martyr tower
which, from the outside looked too small to hold 12
bells and only a tiny door into the belfry which looked
like something from Alice in Wonderland.

The emphasis of the day was very much enjoyment and opportunity to ring as much or as little
as anyone wanted and several of the group had never rung on 12 bells. Adam was very
mindful of this so everyone was given plenty of chances to ring rounds and call changes and
there was also some plain hunt on 11. We also rang Plain Bob Triples on the front 8.

There was only an hour to grab a quick bite for lunch before meeting up again at St James
Garlickhythe. These were the bells which had been installed in a barge and a peal rung whilst
it was floating down the Thames during the river pageant for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee on
3" June 2012 and subsequently hung at St James Garlickhythe. What a privilege to ring the 8
Jubilee bells — they were so easy to ring and sounded wonderful. Again we rang rounds and
call changes and plain hunt, but we also rang Grandsire Triples and Bob Major. The time went
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too quickly — everyone commented on how they wished there was more time to enjoy these
lovely bells!

The third tower was St George-in-the-East. Some of the group went on the DLR whilst the rest
decided to walk enjoying views across to the Tower of London and Tower Bridge. We were
fortunate that the threat of rain was not forthcoming between the two towers.

The Eight bells of St George-in-the-East were also easy to ring and again we rang rounds and
call changes and plain hunt, Bob Triples and Stedman Triples, so a variety to give everyone the
chance to have a good amount of ringing across the widespan of abilities.

It was then a brisk walk to the
Whitechapel Bell Foundry and the guided
tour lasted nearly 2 hours. It was a
fascinating insight into how bells are
made and the history, and we were lucky
to see bells of all shapes and sizes, church
bells, handbells, ship’s bells etc in various
stages of production and repair. In the
shop, some of the ladies were tempted by
the lovely bell earrings and bell-shaped
cookie cutters, but the bathroom light pull
replica of a rope complete with sally was
just a bit too much!

After all the excitement, tired and hungry, most of us
then piled into the Hung Drawn and Quartered pub on
Tower Hill for a good pint of beer and a pie (we had
never seen so many varieties of pies on one menu), and
lovely views of the sun going down over The Tower of
London.

It was a long day, but very successful and enjoyable
and one we shall remember for a long time to come.




Page 6

Queen’s 90" Birthday

Beacons were lit around the county for the Queen’s 90™ birthday celebrations. 1 also found this
peal at Lemsford on Bellboard

Hertford County Association

Lemsford, Hertfordshire

St John the Evangelist

Friday, 22 April 2016 in 2h16 (3-2—4inE b)

5040 Surprise Minor (7m)

1 extent each: Carlisle, London, York, Westminster,
Beverley, Norwich, Cambridge.

1 Adam R Crocker

2 Robert J Crocker (C)

3 Colin M Turner

4 Russell A Brown

5 Nicholas D Brown

6 Nicola J Turner

In celebration of the 90th birthday of Her Majesty the Queen

Essendon Outing 7 May 2016

The Essendon Outing has been part of their calendar for the past 46 years and it is always well
attended not just by the Essendon Ringers but also by friends from near and far. This year was
no exception and around 20 of us met to ring at five towers on the Berkshire/Hampshire/Surrey
borders.

The two eight bell towers at Wokingham (Berkshire) together with the Wokingham traffic
lights (tediously slow) and the one-way system filled up the morning session. We couldn’t
really decide which eight was best at Wokingham but perhaps the bells at St Pauls (second
tower) were easier to handle — these bells were installed only about 10 years ago. If my
memory serves me right we rang a selection of Grandsire and Stedman Triples at both towers,
Cambridge and Yorkshire Major and Plain and Little Bob Spliced Major plus the usual rounds
and call-changes

After a very relaxed lunch at the Rose and Crown, (well known for their Pieminster pies), we
rang at Sandhurst (Berkshire) — a long draft six bell tower and rang a good selection of Minor
methods for all standards.

At Hawley (Hampshire), Sue Rees (who had only had her hip replaced less than two weeks
previously) managed the steep spiral staircase and the even steeper steps to the Ringing
Chamber. It was one of those towers where you climbed up two full spiral turns and then went
down a six-step ladder to the Ringing Chamber. This 10 cwt eight were quite easy to ring and a
course of London Surprise Major was rung successfully.
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Group photo outside Hawley
The last tower of the day was the eight bells at Yorktown (Camberley, Surrey). This time Sue
had to climb an even steeper ladder and make her way through a trapdoor to gain access to the
Ringing Chamber. Here we rang some Plain Hunt Triples, Yorkshire, Double Norwich Major
and Plain Bob Major.
The evening meal was at The Crown in Egham (a few miles up the A30) where JJ made his
customary speech and Stephen Crawley replied on behalf of the visitors.
Many thanks to Chris Hunt for making all the arrangements.

‘Longing to learn’
by Laura Hill

I was interested whilst proof reading this newsletter, to see in Amy Coburn’s an appreciation,
that Wheathampstead is described as having the longest unguided ropes in the world. | wonder
if that is true? When | first started learning to ring there | was told they were the longest in the
area. Since then, they have been described as the longest in Herts, longest in South of England
and some of the longest in England. Does anyone really know? It would be good to find out,
then maybe | could get the record for person to have taken the longest to learn on the longest
ropes in the world! It would certainly make me feel better about the months (going on into
years) that it is taking me even to master rounds on them, and why many ringers (so | am told)
won’t even think about ringing there!

Editor Rob Goss
e-mail mary.goss4@virginmedia.com
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