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District Meetings

There was no April meeting, as the date this year coincided with Easter Saturday. In May, we visited
St Stephens, St Albans and there was a good attendance with ringers from a wide distribution of
towers.

Not many people managed to get to Ridge in June, but we welcomed a visitor from Kent and rang a
good selection of methods.

For the first time in many years the District held an Outing for the July meeting and more about that
day is given below.

On August 17th, there was a very good attendance at St Paul’s Walden, a lovely isolated church to
the north of Whitwell. The District hadn’t been there for many years. The six bells at St Paul’s Walden
church are hung anti-clockwise whereas in most towers the bells are hung clockwise. This can be
confusing and for many of the attendees at that Meeting, this was the first time they’d rung on an
anti-clockwise ring. The ropes there are exceptionally long and many of the taller ones found
themselves ringing above the sally. In addition the 2" was very deep set thus difficult to pull off. So
there were certainly a few errors made during the first part of the two--hour practice session.
However, boosted by some excellent tea and cake at half-time provided by Christine Nutton, the
ringing for the second hour was of a good standard.

July District Outing

By Sue Skerratt

Saturday 20th July at10am saw around 15 people squeeze into the tower at St Catherine’s & St Paul’s
in Hoddesdon. The present building was built in 1865 with the tower & 8 bells added 2 years later.
There was a slight delay as no one at first had a key!

We began by ringing rounds & then a few called
changes on the eight bells, those sitting in the
corners soon discovered that the tower moves
quite a bit. We then went on to ring Plain Hunt
on 7, Bob Doubles & Grandsire.

The group was a mixture of young beginners
(youngest 13) to those with many years’
experience. For some it was their first outing to
a different tower.

After about an hour the short journey to St
Mary’s in Cheshunt was made.
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The original church is mentioned in the
Doomsday book in 1086, the present building
built in 1448. The original 6 bells were installed
between 1636 & 1760, 2 more added in 1911.
Soon after arriving at Cheshunt the weather
changed & the rain came down very heavily for
a short time, luckily clearing fairly quickly.
Here there is much more space around the 8
bells & by this time the group had swelled to
around 20.

A number of methods were rung including
Cambridge & Stedman as well as called
changes & Plain Hunt. The bells are very
smooth & easy to ring here.

For one of the beginners in the group it was only the second time
they had rung some called changes

Just after 12pm there was a break for lunch at the Bulls Head in
Turnford. A selection of main meals, jacket potatoes & wraps were
enjoyed, some following with ice cream sundaes.

We then made the journey to All Saints Nazeing, a very picturesque
church in the countryside. The small church with 6 bells is beautiful
inside with lovely views across the Lea valley outside. It is Grade II
listed dating back to the 11th Century. Five bells were installed in
1779, with a new treble added in 1951.

Here a different method called ‘Banana’ was successfully attempted.
The day was thoroughly enjoyed & thanks go to Daniel Gregory & Rob Goss for organising the
event & looking forward to the next one...
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3.000™" Quarter peal

Richard Sales (our District Ringing Master) rang his 3,000" quarter peal recently:

St Albans, St Peter

Tuesday, 20 August 2019 in 51m (24-0-3 in Eb)

1312 Carisbrooke Delight Major
Composed by Lynn Scales
1. AnnEvans

Andrew M Reeve
Alan M Shepherd
Richard Sales

Claire C Nicholson (C)
Bj@rn E Bradstock
Philip J Ellis

Richard A Horne

© NO UV AWN

3000th Quarter — 4

Significant Birthday

Cathedral and Abbey Church of St Alban
Sunday, 19 May 2019 in 47m (21-0-19 in E)

1270 Stedman Triples
Composed by Lucinda J] Woodward
1. CarolynJ Crawley

Andrew M Reeve

Sian E Austin

Ann Evans

Stephen J Crawley
Roderic K Bickerton
Stephen W Penney (C)
James W S Crawley

© N U kAW

For evensong, and as a 70th birthday compliment to Janet Penney.

Editor Rob Goss

e-mail mary.rob.goss@gmail.com
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